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The Applicants request a review of the final Office Action dated February 3, 2005 for the 
reasons discussed below. 



The Office Action rejected claims 1-3 under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being anticipated 



by U.S. Patent No. 6,195,910 to Robineau (hereinafter "Robineau"). Claim 1 is an independent 
claim with claims 2 and 3 depending therefrom. Claim 1 recites a clothes dryer comprising, 
among other features, "a control panel having a hook." In maintaining the rejection, the Office 
Action refers to col. 10, 11. 12-15 of Robineau. This portion states the following: 



PRE-APPEAL BRIEF REQUEST FOR REVIEW 



Sir: 



"The device-to-dryer first and second attachment components 94, 
102 preferably include respective first and second strips of 
miniature hook and loop fibers commonly referred to as strips of 



VELCRO." 
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The Applicants provided a response, in the after final response filed on May 2, 2005 
(hereinafter "response") starting on page 4, last paragraph which extends to the top of page 5, 
giving an explanation as to why "the control panel having a hook " in claims 1-3 is patentable 
over the reference to Velcro™ in Robineau. 

The Office Action also rejected claims 4-6 under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 2,966,051 to Gerhardt (hereinafter "Gerhard?*). Claim 4 is an 
independent claim with claims 5 and 6 depending therefrom. Gerhardt does not disclose all the 
elements recited in claim 4. More specifically, claim 4 recites a laundry dryer comprising, 
among other features, a top cover which includes "a groove which runs along a width of the top 
cover wherein the groove directs fluid on the top cover toward an exterior of the laundry dryer." 
Gerhardt does not disclose this feature. It should be mentioned that the Examiner did not 
indicate where Gerhardt discloses this feature. 

Gerhardt does disclose a top cover 1 1, a basket tub B, a groove 41 and a clothes 
guard. However, the groove 41 is not disposed on the top cover 11. Instead, Gerhardt teaches 
that the groove 41 is on the clothes guard, where the clothes guard prevents clothes from 
escaping the basket tub B into an outer tub 21, thereby clogging the drain. Thus, the groove 41 
described in Gerhardt does not direct fluid on the top cover toward an exterior of the laundry 
dryer, as recited in claim 4. Accordingly, the Applicants submit that claims 4-6 are patentable 
over Gerhardt. 

The Office Action also provisionally rejected claims 1-6 under the judicially created 
doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 15-25 of co- 
pending Application No. 10/629,775. As this is a provisional rejection, the Applicants will tend 
to this rejection upon an indication of allowability. 
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It must also be noted that the Examiner agreed that the pending claims are patentable 
over each of the above mentioned references. More specifically, in the Advisory Action dated 
May 17, 2005 (hereinafter "First Advisory Action"), the Examiner expressly stated that "[t]he 
supporting arguments raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search." 
See e.g., the First Advisory Action at page 2. Clearly, the Examiner agreed with the Applicants' 
arguments. As such, he should have issued either a Notice of Allowance or a new Office Action. 
He did neither. 

Because the Examiner did not issue a Notice of Allowance or a new Office Action, 
the Applicants' representatives contacted the Examiner and, subsequently, the Examiner's 
Supervisor. Soon after, the Examiner issued another Advisory Action dated June 13, 2004 
(hereinafter "Second Advisory Action"). In the Second Advisory Action, the Examiner stated 
that "the final Office Action is maintained because the claims are not considered allowable over 
the prior art." See e.g., the Second Advisory Action at page 2. The Applicants submit that this 
position completely contradicts the position taken by the Examiner in the First Advisory Action. 

In light of the remarks noted above and the position taken by the Examiner in the 
First Advisory Action, the Applicants submit that the pending claims are patentable over the 
prior art cited in the February 3, 2005 final Office Action . Accordingly, the Applicants 
respectfully request that the PTO issue a Notice of Allowance or a new Office Action. 
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If these papers are not considered timely filed by the Patent and Trademark Office, 
then a petition is hereby made under 37 C.F.R. §1.136, and any additional fees required under 37 
C.F.R. §1.136 for any necessary extension of time, or any other fees required to complete the 
filing of this response, may be charged to Deposit Account No. 50-091 1 . Please credit any 
overpayment to deposit Account No. 50-091 1. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 
Dated: August 3, 2005 Respectfully submitted, 




Washington, DC 20006 
Attorney for Applicants 
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